A view from the inside. Part one: Becoming an EMT.
The number of recreational divers is increasing rapidly. While many programs exist to make the sport safer, the potential for EMS to deal with cases of DCS and AGE increases. There is a clear need for EMS providers in all areas, regardless of proximity to water, to be aware of signs, symptoms and treatment of diving-related injuries and decompression illness. The important thing is acquiring a basic ability to recognize DCS and AGE and provide treatment to injured divers. Initial recognition and proper treatment of an injured diver can save a life.